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From left, Linda Waitkus,
“salesperson” Dolly,

a six-year-old golden retriever
and Margarita Diaz at

Great Dogs of Great Falls.
Waitkus bought the store

three years ago.
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Extensive
Selection

Excellent
Value

Superior
Service

Expert
Craftsmen

Monday through Saturday 10-6 • Sunday 12-4 • VISA • Master Card • Discover • AMEX

GREAT FALLS
Rte. 7 and Georgetown Pike (Route 193)
Seneca Square (Next to Calico Corners)

1025-K Seneca Road703-759-9200

EXCELLENT REPUTATION FOR OUTSTANDING SERVICE & SUPERIOR CRAFTSMANSHIP

SERVING YOU

SINCE 1998

OPEN
SUNDAYS Rt. 193

Great Falls
FloorsLeesburg

Tysons Corner
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News
Great Falls Connection Editor Kemal Kurspahic

703-778-9414 or greatfalls@connectionnewspapers.com

By Alex McVeigh

The Connection

T
he Great Falls Citizens
Association’s Land Use
and Zoning committee

began hearing information on
architectural specifications for
the proposed Brightview as-
sisted living facility. The facil-
ity, which was approved as a
special exception by the Fairfax
County Board of Supervisors
last year, will be located off
Colvin Run Mill where Thelma’s
was previously located.

Shelter, LLC, the company
building Brightview, signed a
memorandum of understand-
ing with the GFCA last May
which allows the GFCA to have
input on the building’s design.

Representatives for Shelter
presented their initial designs at
a Feb. 15 public hearing at the
Great Falls Library. Buzz Drury,
architect for the project, said
they are aiming for a low-im-
pact design.

“When we started the project,
we knew we were going into a
delicate community fabric, and
our goal is to keep the building
as ‘silent’ as possible,” he said.

The 53,000 square foot,
three-story building will be no
higher than 40 feet. It will be
designed with what Drury
called “the moss green color
range.” He said they started
their designs with the type of
stone used at the Great Falls
Fire Station, but found it too
rugged.

They chose Eldorado stones,
which are more uniform in
height and resemble bricks.

Drury said it could be possible
in future weeks to have a mock-
up of the materials and colors
that will be used displayed at
the site. He also said the south
and west sides of the property
will have the most impact on
the community, so they will be
“softened” the most.

Shelter presented their de-
sign to the county’s Architec-
tural Review Board on Feb. 9.

“We will have new renderings
as soon as the colors are final-
ized,” said Andrew Teeters, se-
nior director for development
for Shelter. “Going forward,
we’ll be taking public comments
into consideration and may
modify the design, but we won’t
be going back to the ARB.”

Wayne Foley, a member of the
committee, said he wanted to
make sure the community has
input on the design.

“We’d like to see it vetted in
the community, seeing the col-
ors are one thing, but we also
want them to see the design,”
he said. “We’re going to try as
hard as we can to get as much
input as possible, so the people
who say they don’t like the de-
sign have seen it and know
what they don’t like.”

The Land Use and Zoning
committee will prepare a report
on the facility, which will be
available on the GFCA’s website,
www.gfca.org.

A rendering of the proposed Brightview assisted living
facility, as was presented to the Great Falls Citizens
Association Land Use and Zone committee Feb 15.
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Brightview Specifications
Presented to GFCA
Land Use and Zoning committee
hears information on proposed
assisted living facility.

By Cynthia Cross

The Connection

I
n many ways, Fairfax County
School Board’s newly elected
student representative Lucy
Gunter leads the life of a typi-

cal Langley High School Junior: she
works hard to balance the demands
of difficult course work, sports and
activities both inside and outside of
school. But Gunter possesses a
couple of things that set her apart
from her peers: the desire to gain a
broader perspective on the lives of
Fairfax County students, and the
motivation to promote changes for
the benefit of those students. She
sees her one-year term on the
School Board, which will begin on
July 1, as a means to that end. “I’ve
been very involved in my school for
years,” she says, “and I’ve gotten to
know students at lots of other
schools through sports and other
things. I see this opportunity as a
way to get involved on a wider ba-
sis, as a way to make an impact.”

GUNTER is actively involved at
Langley, in the school’s leadership
program and beyond. She has
juggled her leadership offices - class
president freshman year, Student
Advisory Council rep this year - with
field hockey and track and field, and
is currently president of Langley’s
chapter of Best Buddies, a club that promotes one-
on-one friendships with students with intellectual dis-
abilities. Sophomore year she founded Otto’s Army,
a club with the mission of building school spirit, and
currently serves as its president. She is a member of
both the National Honor and Leadership Honor So-
cieties and serves on the school’s prom committee.
But the number and variety of her activities does
not seem to dilute Gunter’s commitment to any, ac-
cording to Sandra Hamilton, one of Gunter’s leader-
ship teachers. “In each and every position,” Hamilton
says, “Lucy has given her all.” Gunter recalls her
mother reciting Mahatma Gandhi’s “Be the change
that you wish to see in the world” message early in
her high school career. “I guess I kind of took that to
heart,” she says.

Gunter, who as student rep will be a nonvoting
member of the School Board, does not have a rigid
agenda for her year’s service on the School Board.
She did feel strongly about the need to eliminate the
$100 per-sport fee on Virginia High School League
athletes (the School Board recently voted to drop
the fee for the 2012-13 school year) and she would
like to promote technology training support for teach-
ers. But her main objective is to learn as intimately
as possible the perspectives, needs and viewpoints

of the County’s students, and to represent them on
the School Board as forcefully as she can. “I want to
form my agenda based on the students’ opinions, not
my personal opinions,” she says.

TO THAT END, Gunter recently accompanied the
School Board’s outgoing student rep, Mount Vernon
Senior Eugene Coleman III, on a visit to Mountain
View High School in Centreville. “We visited classes,
talked with the principal and a lot of the students,”
Gunter says. “We spent a lot of time listening to the
students, which was really valuable.” Gunter plans
to visit as many schools as she can this year. “I think
our County is really great,” she says, “but there are
ways to make it better for all students. I’m really
excited to help make that happen.”

According to Mary Landis, Gunter’s other leader-
ship teacher at Langley, Gunter has all the tools that
the job demands. “Lucy is the perfect choice to be
the student rep to the School Board,” says Landis.
“She is very mature, but also has a terrific personal-
ity and excitement for life. She works hard to im-
prove school spirit and leads by example. Lucy’s
maturity enables her to communicate comfortably
with both students and adults. I think she will be an
excellent advocate for her fellow students.”

Speaking for
Her Generation
Langley High Junior Lucy Gunter elected as School
Board Student Representative.

Lucy Gunter with her Langley leadership teachers,
Sandra Hamilton (left) and Mary Landis (right).

Langley leadership students Senior Holly Dodd, Lucy
Gunter and Junior Charlee Vasiliadis in front of a poster
advertising “Thon,” a dance-a-thon to benefit veterans.

Photos by Cynthia Cross/ The Connection
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B
arbra Yakimchick
Zimnoch, a long-time
Great Falls resident
and business owner,

passed away on Feb. 7. For 31
years she owned and operated The
Golden Pineapple in the Great
Falls Village Center. Prior to that,
she owned a gift shop at Lake
Anne in Reston.

Zimnoch is survived by her four
children, Rosemary Maione,
Theresa Zimnoch, Kara Fleshner
and Gary Zimnoch and three
grandchildren, Lindsay Bree
Gonzaba, Nicholas Anthony
Gonzaba and Gundrun Grace
Fleshner. She leaves behind a hus-
band, Gabriel S. Zimnoch, whom
she married in 1963.

The Golden Pineapple was
known as much for Barbara’s per-
sonality as it was for the store’s
offerings. She created an atmo-
sphere in the store where people
could come by to stay a while and
talk. She was a social woman who
forged lifelong friendships with
many of her customers. “It was
always a laugh of some sort and

the story of the day when I stopped
in,” customer and friend Jackie
Esch said. “She knew the commu-
nity so well and she was there for
everyone. She will be remembered
for her warmth, kindness and gen-
erosity,” Esch said.

Her children remember a
woman who deeply loved Great
Falls and especially enjoyed chil-
dren. “My mom always loved sit-
ting on the porch at Halloween
passing out candy to the thou-
sands of kids. She watched so
many grow up and loved when
they visited. My mom knew the
town and its people,” said her
daughter Theresa.

Settling in Great Falls was a joy
to Zimnoch, who had traveled the
world as a child. She was born in
Honolulu, Hawaii during the tu-
multuous times of Pearl Harbor.
When she came to the mainland
United States she lived in Ken-
tucky, Texas, Maryland, Ohio, Ten-
nessee and Rhode Island before
Virginia. But once she took up resi-
dence in Great Falls she did so with
gusto. She became quite involved
with the town not just through her
business but was active in several
civic organizations and the Repub-
lican Women’s Committee in Great
Falls.

Though a life-long Republican,
she had an affinity for one Demo-
crat, John F. Kennedy. They both
attended Holy Trinity Church back
when he was in Congress. She had
a beautiful singing voice and was
a part of the choir. After service
one day she found his hymn book
with his name and address writ-
ten in it. She went to his house to
return it and Kennedy thanked her
and told her he remembered her
and thought she had an angelic
voice.

Zimnoch was a multifaceted
woman who did everything from
knit to ride horses. Social graces
were important to Zimnoch who,
though not raised in the South, felt
that manners and a well tended
garden were prime attributes for
a woman.

Many homes throughout Great
Falls are decorated with pieces
bought at The Golden Pineapple.
The store’s Christmas and Easter
selections were legendary. Holiday
decorating was one of Zimnoch’s
favorite pastimes.

Zimnoch loved to laugh and
shared her laughter with others.
She loved the symphony, mystery
novels, Clay Aiken, crime shows
and the Redskins. A private cel-
ebration of her life will be held
later this year by her family.

Owner of The Golden Pineapple Passes Away

Barbra Yakimchick Zimnoch

Obituary

Dress Boutique
Washington’s Premier After 5 Boutique

 customers come 100’s of miles toWhy
SERVICE - SELECTION - SERVICE

Over 1000 Formal Gowns & Evening Separates
The styling can range in size from 4 to 24 - Missy • PLUS • Petite

No one is too difficult to fit – Three outstanding seamstresses

50off$
Coupon Expires March 17, 2012 CONN 2/22/12

Any purchase
of $100.00 or

more of non sale
merchandise

Not Valid with any other
offer. One coupon per household

Hours: Mon.-Sat. 10am to 5:30pm
703-356-6333

6707 Old Dominion Dr.
McLean, VA 22101

Directions: NORTH on the Beltway take Exit 46B onto Rt. 123N.-McLean. Go 3 miles- Turn right onto
Old Dominion Dr. (Rt. 309). Go 1/2 mile thru two traffic lights. We are on the right next to Shell Gas.

SOUTH from Md.- Cross over the Amer. Legion Bridge.- Take the VERY first right Exit 43-44 to VA 193 toward Langley -
Go 1/2 mile and turn right onto Balls Hill Rd. Go .9th mile - Turn left onto Old Dominion Drive - Go thru 3 traffic lights -

We are on the right next to Shell Gas. We are less than 5 minutes from the Bridge.

Be the Hit of the Party!
You will always make a dramatic entrance with a

stunning Gown from our fabulous selection of formals.
Over 1,000 looks to choose from: Long & Short Gowns

and Evening separates. Petite-Missy-Plus sizes.

Mother of the Bride/Groom • Brides Again
Bar/Bat Mitzvahs • Entertainers • Grandmothers

Daytime - Evening
Missy & PLUS Sizes

20% OFF
MISOOK KNIT SEPARATES

Special Sale

Daymor-With a Shawl
This gown can be modified to suit your needs

Many colors & sizes

Ursula
Great value, many colors

Missy & Petite-Long & Short

Ursula
Missy Style 13801 Sizes 6-18
Petite-Style 23801 Sizes 4-16

Regularly  $295.00
SALE  $265.00

Daymor
Missy Style 2003 Sizes 4-26

Petite-Style 702003 Sizes 2-16
with Shawl

Regularly  $680.00
SALE  $612.00

Two of our Hottest Styles of over
300 Gowns in stock and ready to ship
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VIRGINIA ALLERGY
& PEDIATRICS P.C.

Leigh Corners • 10134-D Colvin Run Road
Great Falls, VA • 703-757-7950

GREAT FALLS PEDIATRICIAN & ALLERGIST
THANK YOU FOR ALLOWING US TO BE YOUR

We are a neighborhood-oriented, small, family-run business. Your

children’s health is our paramount goal. Even though we participate in the

best major plans, it does not deter us from tailoring our care to each family.

If someone in the family has allergies, we can also provide allergy shots.

NEW HOURS

Monday, Wednesday, Friday 7:00 A.M.-5:00 P.M. • Tuesday 9:00 A.M.-
7:00 P.M. • Thursday 9:00 A.M.-5:00 P.M. • Saturday 9:00 A.M.-12:00 P.M.

Open during Lunch each day • Pre-Meet the Doctor Visit Available.

News

Skye Toor, cello. Matt Cooley and Alexcia Chambers, string
basses.

Langley, Cooper Orchestra Pyramid Concert on Feb. 28

T
he Langley and Cooper orchestra pro-
grams will combine for their annual Pyra-
mid Concert on Tuesday, Feb 28 at 7 p.m.
at the Langley High School Auditorium.

The concert is free, and public is invited.
The orchestras will perform selections that they

will take into competition at the District 12 Orches-
tra Assessment. Violinist Kimiya Haghighi and cel-
list Constance Chiu will be featured in Astor

Piazzolla’s “The Four Seasons.” Michelle Park will be
the organ soloist in Albinoni’s “Adagio.”

The concert will be conducted by Dr. Scott
McCormick and Bo Min Son.

The District 12 Orchestra Assessment for high
schools will take place at Chantilly HS on March
2-3. The assessment for middle school orches-
tras will be at Washington-Lee High School, on
March 9-10.
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The Langley High singers (from left) include, top row: Sam Mayman (alternate), Jesse
Levin, Kevin Moussavi-Nejad, Craig McKenzie, Chris Paul (alternate), Brian Niu. Middle
row: Grant Brown, Beth Richardson (alternate), Mia Vacek-Engelhardt, Taylor Goodson,
Alfred Lam (alternate), Mark Paulson (alternate). Front row: Abby Thompson (alter-
nate), Sarah Larkworthy (alternate), Sarah Etherton, Elly Sheers (alternate), Stephanie
Anderson, and Isabel Hefner.

All-Virginia Chorus Selected

T
he finest high school singers in Virginia will study and perform advanced choral music in Lynchburg
from April 26-28 during the All-Virginia Chorus event. Langley High School will send the largest
contingent of singers among all high schools in Fairfax County with 10 selected performers and

eight alternates. These students will have the opportunity to study and perform under the direction of
master teachers and conductors throughout the weekend at this annual event sponsored by the Virginia
Choral Director’s Association. The Langley singers were selected through state-wide auditions held in Feb-
ruary at Washington-Lee High School.
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TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom  Remodeling

Select your remodeling products from our Mobile
Kitchen and Bathroom Showroom and Design Center!!

Fully Insured & Class A Licensed
EST. 1999

Free Estimates www.twopoorteachers.com
703-969-1179

We Bring the Showroom to YOU!!

Visit our website
 for details!

Standard & Premium
Bath Specials!
Starting at

$4,950

Schultz Requests
Public Hearing
Majority of school board
members support “individualized”
graduation ceremonies.

The first ceremony was held at Braddock Hall last
June, 2011. U.S. Rep. Gerry Connolly’s office helped
organize the ceremony along with Braddock Supervi-
sor John Cook and Our Community Salutes, a non-
profit created in 2009 to recognize and honor high
school seniors who plan to enlist in the military
immediately after high school graduation.

P
h
o

t
o

 
b
y
 
V
i
c
t
o

r
i
a
 
R

o
s
s
/
T

h
e
 
C

o
n

n
e
c
t
i
o

n

See Hearing,  Page 14

By Victoria Ross

The Connection

A
fter a majority (7-5) of
Fairfax County School
Board members resisted

a uniform policy to recognize
military enlistees with honor
cords during graduation cer-
emonies at its Feb. 13 work ses-
sion, Elizabeth Schultz (Spring-
field) launched a campaign for
a public hearing on the issue.

During the all-day work ses-
sion, Schultz sent an email no-
tifying Carolyn Kellam and
Christine Zinser that the board
heard from several “hand-
picked” FCPS principals “who
sought to retain autonomy for
highly-individualized gradua-
tions,” Schultz wrote.

She said she was “grossly dis-
appointed we are even talking

about this in terms of ‘require’
or ‘compel’ rather than seeing
a ‘race to embrace’ this!”

Instead of a standardized
policy, the board crafted the
following motion to be pre-
sented as “new business” at its
Feb. 23 meeting, and an “action
item” at its regular board meet-
ing on March 8:

“Direct the superintendent to
require high school principals
to recognize at commencement
exercises those graduating se-
niors who have enlisted in the
military; the recognition should
be in a manner consistent with
the decorum of each individual
school’s ceremony.”

In addition to Schultz, school
board members who did sup-
port a standardized policy for
Honor Cord recognition were:

The County Line

Honoring Grads Who Choose to Serve
Burke moms lobby school board to recognize enlistees
during graduation ceremonies.

By Victoria Ross

The Connection

W
hen Carolyn
Kellam’s 17-year-
old son, Danny,
asked for permis-

sion to enlist in the U.S. Marine
Corps last year, she said “the mom
in me was scared to death, but the
citizen in me was very proud.”

Christine Zinser remembers the
exact day her son, Philipp, asked
to enlist. It was Valentine’s Day,
2011. Instead of flowers or choco-
late, her son stunned her by de-
claring his intent to become a U.S.
Marine.

“I thought I would be finalizing
college selection and admission
paperwork,” Zinser said. “At a time
when our nation was at war, my
son was choosing a military career
and because of his age, needed my
permission.”

at the Braddock District Hall last June 9, was stand-
ing room only.

“I think it’s a great idea,” said Cook. “We ought to
be recognizing these students for their commitment

and sacrifice. I’m glad to see the
school board talking about it.”

Although their sons completed
boot camp after graduation, the
lack of formal recognition by FCPS
still rankles both moms.

FOR THE PAST FEW MONTHS,
they have been lobbying members
of the Fairfax County School Board
to ensure that any student who
chooses to serve is recognized dur-
ing high school graduation ceremo-

nies.
Several school board members said they supported

a uniform policy for 2012 graduation ceremonies.
“There is so much to be gained in honoring these

students, and nothing to be lost,” said school board
member Elizabeth Schultz (Springfield). As the
daughter of a Navy Captain and mother of four sons,
she said she feels strongly that all FCPS graduations

“I want it done for
this year. I’m not
about kicking the
can down the road.”

— School Board member
Elizabeth Schultz

On June 18, 2011, the day after graduating from
Robinson Secondary School, Danny Kellam celebrated his
18th birthday with (from left) his mother, Carolyn, sister,
Kristen and father, Jim. On June 20, Danny Kellam left
for Parris Island.

Both Burke moms struggled with questions. Would
they be sending their sons into harm’s way? What
would their sons do if they just said no. Their fear
eventually gave way to a sense of pride, and they
allowed their sons, then seniors at
Robinson Secondary School, to
enlist.

But another obstacle was around
the corner.

“As it was nearing the end of his
senior year, and having been the
parent of other students who were
recognized for their academic or
athletic achievements at gradua-
tion functions, I just assumed that
the young men and women who
were making the same decision as
my son would receive recognition at their gradua-
tion ceremonies,” Zinser said.

She was wrong. Frustrated by repeated attempts
to get enlistees recognized during Robinson’s gradu-
ation ceremony, Zinser decided to take action. In
three weeks, she organized a separate ceremony with
the help of Kellam, Braddock Supervisor John Cook,
and an organization called Our Community Salutes.
The ceremony for all Robinson military enlistees, held
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Off-Season Pricing

9023 Arlington Blvd.,

Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.

1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

Open 9-5, 7 days a week

703-573-5025
www.cravensnursery.com

25%

OFF

25%

OFF

25%

OFF

Trees

Shrubs &

Perennials

Trees

Shrubs &

Perennials

Wallstone,

In-Stock Pavers

Wallstone,

In-Stock Pavers

FREE

Landscape Estimates

FREE

Landscape Estimates
50% Off
Crepe Myrtle, Azaleas

& Select Shade Trees

60-75% OFF

Million Dollar Pottery Inventory

Washington Area’s Best Selection!

60-75% OFF

Million Dollar Pottery Inventory

Washington Area’s Best Selection!

Benches, Fountains,

Statues, Bonsai,

Cactus & Orchids

Benches, Fountains,

Statues, Bonsai,

Cactus & Orchids

Spring Is In

Our Greenhouse!

Citrus, Primroses & Orchids

Japanese Maples 30% Off
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Attorney/Accountant,
Former IRS Attorney

Admitted to DC, MD, VA & NY Bars

All Types of Federal, State,
Local & Foreign Taxes

Individual • Business
Trusts • Estates • Wills

Amended & Late Returns
Back Taxes • IRS Audits

• Civil Litigation
Business Law • Contracts

Robert Beatson II

703-798-3590 or
301-340-2951

www.beatsonlaw.com

Great Papers
Great Connections

Great Readers!

INTENSELY
INTERESTING

COMMUNITY
INVOLVED

COMMITTED TO
EXCELLENCE

www.connectionnewspapers.com
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Opinion

Crossover in Richmond
By Kenneth R. “Ken” Plum

State Delegate (D-36)

L
ast week was “crossover” for the Gen-
eral Assembly- the time when each
house of the legislature must com-
plete consideration of bills intro-

duced into its chamber. After Tuesday of last
week, only bills introduced by the Senate can
be considered by the House of Delegates and
vice versa. The exception is the budget bill,
which is given an additional week for consid-
eration in each house. Bills that had been
tabled during debate in the house in which they
were introduced are now effectively defeated.

Hundreds of bills have been passed in each
house, but most of the bills impact only a small
number of people, government and court pro-
cedures, and local governments. In order for a
bill to become a law it must pass both houses

of the legislature in identi-
cal form and be signed by
the Governor. Bills on the
same subject that are passed
in different form by the two
houses are reconsidered by
committees of conference,
usually made up of three del-
egates and three senators. If
an agreement cannot be

reached and then approved by both houses,
the bills are then considered to be defeated.

Here is where some of the high-profile is-
sues are in the House: current law limiting
handgun purchases to one per month passed
the House. I voted against this. A similar bill is
coming over from the Senate. The Governor
has said that he will sign it, justifying its legiti-
macy on the basis of the Second Amendment
to the Constitution.

Ultrasound requirements before receiving
an abortion also passed the House. Again, I
voted “no.” No health reasons were given
in its support. This will be used as a way to
slow down the abortion process and will
also make it more difficult for women to
make a decision. I also voted against the
bill that defines a fetus as a person. The
implications for the legislation are not fully
known but clearly far-reaching. Whether it
outlaws some forms of contraception or
could be used to outlaw abortion entirely
by the overturning of Roe V. Wade, many
real concerns are being raised.

The death penalty was expanded to include
others beyond the “triggerman,” in murder cases.
I also chose to oppose this, as I oppose all death
penalty bills. Several immigration bills requir-
ing a check of immigration status of individuals
came up as well. I voted against these measures.

Letters to the Editor

Human Services
Need Support
To the Editor:

I am pleased to see coverage
about the actions of the General
Assembly, but I think the legisla-
tive effect on human services
needs more emphasis since the
stakes are so high.  Now is not the
time to cut funds from programs
that are helping struggling neigh-
bors in need become self-suffi-
cient.  That was the message that
I—along with a group of other Vir-
ginia nonprofit leaders—delivered
to the General Assembly in Rich-
mond recently.  The reality for
many families we serve is they
have to make tough choices: do I
eat or pay rent, do I miss work for
a sick child and lose my job, or do
I buy school supplies or clothes.
Unfortunately, if the Virginia Leg-
islature cuts funds that support
our core services and diverts sales
taxes to fund transportation, the
choices will become even more
desperate for the 58,000 Fairfax
County residents living in pov-
erty—who are productive, contrib-
uting citizens that just need a little
help to stay stable.  Fifty-nine per-
cent of the cuts in the Governor’s
budget impact people who are
low-income. The long-term rami-
fications could be significant for
our region, which is already reel-
ing from the great recession.

Amanda Andere
FACETS Executive Director

Trust Deficit
In FCPS
To the Editor:

The following open letter is addressed
to the Fairfax County School Board.

Once again, I would like to thank
you all for your dedication to the
students, parents and teachers of
Fairfax County Public Schools. It is
obvious to me that often you have
an all-consuming, thankless re-
sponsibility to ensure the best edu-
cation policies are in place for our
school system — all on a so-called
“part time basis”! I am sure your
families and friends chuckle often
on the term “part-time”!

Generally, I am a supporter of a
“Governance Policy” to streamline
the workload and to reduce redun-
dancy of tasks for a part-time
School Board. Alas, we have a se-
rious trust deficit occurring in
Fairfax County Public Schools that
has been building up over the last
7-10 years, or possibly even longer.
This trust deficit is placing an un-
due burden on our School Board
members and I hope with the hir-
ing of a new Superintendent, this
burden can be lightened.

In the meantime, it is your
sworn duty as elected officials to
ensure that the policies and guide-
lines that are set down on record,
either by your votes, or state and
federal laws, are implemented in
a legal and consistent manner
county-wide. When you have an
uproar across the county from stu-
dents, parents and teachers re-
garding an egregious lack of pub-
lic engagement on an important
issue, then our elected School
Board is obligated to take action
beyond the Governance Policy.
This is what occurred recently re-
garding the 11-1 vote on Jan 26
to add five Honors courses to our
high school course of studies for
the coming school year. It was
right and just for our elected

School Board to give credence to
the strong outpouring of concern
for appropriate learning options.
Our county administration had
been appealed to for years with no
appropriate response as they dis-
regarded important input from the
community.

Since the “Retreat” is open to
public observers as should be the
case, I was very disheartened to
hear the tone and demeanor taken
by the so-called “moderators” of
this “team-building” effort. In my
opinion, many of the discussions
and name-calling examples given,
demonstrated no collaborative ef-
fort but rather took on the form of
ridiculous bullying. What a sham
of professional, educated commu-
nication! I think those who estab-
lished the agenda and the goals of
this “retreat” should be closely
examined as to their purpose and
abilities to lead a venue in such
an unprofessional manner. I also
think that any professional mod-
erators who complied with such an
unprofessional agenda should re-
turn the $5000-plus that they
charged for this lack of quality ser-
vice to our county. The School
Board’s involvement and strong
supportive vote to add the Hon-
ors courses was time and again
used as an example of a School
Board not doing a good job! Ask
the countless students who now
have a few more appropriate
learning options if that was “ a bad
decision”! Add up the emails, let-
ters, articles and public statements
as to the community opinion on
adding those courses!

I agree that — ideally — a
School Board would just have to
“oversee.” A great superintendent
earns the general trust of the pub-
lic and the more developed trust

of a School Board, which creates
a situation where the board can
be more hands-off, as the Gover-
nance Policy alludes to.

Alas, that is not the case in
FCPS. There is a “trust deficit”
with top-down decisions lacking
teacher and public input, lowest
teacher morale on record, lack of
evaluative transparency for just
about every budgetary and statis-
tical data report and a climate of
intimidation fostered at the high-
est levels.

When a superintendent lacks
transparency and cannot effectively
show, when pushed, that he is op-
erating in the best interest of the
students, the School Board is
obliged to step in and micromanage
on some specific issues.

A superintendent needs to keep
the board and the public fully ap-
praised of decision-making and its
rationale, no matter how exhaust-
ing and irritating. That’s the job.
If you’re making good decisions,
it won’t be so very onerous to open
them up to public view. Those
ideas should sell themselves to a
smart, educated county like
Fairfax. In contrast, Dale & Co are
making questionable decisions, in
secret, that benefit administrators
most of all. Unfortunately, in this
case the school board needs to step
in and protect the needs of our
children. That’s the job.

Please don’t allow the messages
hammered-in at this retreat or at
future venues to weaken your re-
solve to do your elected duty and
to ensure that your votes and ac-
tions represent credible, honest
leadership!

Kate Van Dyck,
parent and teacher

for Restore Honors Courses
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Established in 1989

Celebrating National
Dental Month

20% OFF
Dental Cleaning

 & Polishing
Exp. 3/31/12

FREE
Comprehensive
Physical Exam

Exp. 3/31/12

Dental Package includes Pre Anesthesia Blood
Work, Cleaning & Polishing.

Cannot be combined with other offers

Dolly, the newest “salesperson” at Great Dogs of Great Falls, stands next
to the store’s dalmatian mascot.

Serving Dogs and Cats in Great Falls
Great Dogs of Great
Falls offers variety of
services for pets.
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Pet Connection

By Alex McVeigh

The Connection

W
hen it came time to choose a
second career, Linda Waitkus
wasn’t sure what to do. Af-
ter 30 years of retail experi-

ence, including managing the
Bloomingdale’s at Tysons Corner, she looked
in several directions. But it wasn’t until she
went to a meeting of a local women’s club
that she got an idea.

“The group asked ‘what do you like to
read? What do you do on your days off?’
and my answer was ‘dogs, dogs, dogs,’” she
said. “So I decided not to fight my retail in-
stincts, just combine it with what I love.”

Waitkus purchased Great Dogs in Great
Falls in November of 2008, and more than
three years later, it’s still going strong. The
store contains anything a dog, or cat, could
want, including food, accessories, toys and
grooming services.

Waitkus says she places a special empha-
sis on food, making sure to buy foods that
are healthy and affordable, without the
byproducts that are found in so many main-
stream brands.

“There is absolutely, posi-
tively not one byproduct in this
store,” she said. “We’re trying
to build an animal’s health
through good nutrition, which
will help them fight off a lot of
problems in the future.”

Staff at the store can also
consult with pet owners who
are concerned about an
animal’s food allergies or
weight.

“Until going into Great Dogs, I wasn’t sure
there was a difference between dog foods, I
used to get whatever was on sale,” said Beth
Armstrong of Great Falls. “It was enlighten-
ing to hear about how certain ingredients
can hurt, or help your dog’s health, and how
easy it is to find the right food if you just
look around.”

Great Dogs also features grooming services
for any species of dog, from puppies to the
elderly.

“Grooming is kind of our claim to fame,

our staff is very dedicated, and anyone that
comes in can see how much we all truly love
dogs,” said Waitkus, who personally grooms
all the golden retrievers, her favorite breed.
“While they’re here, the dogs are always in

our sight, and we do our best to make sure
grooming, which is normally very stressful,
isn’t too hard on the dogs. We’ve always got
the treat jar out and ready.”

Waitkus keeps a treat jar out for dogs and
a separate, candy-filled one for the younger
pet owners who often come in to watch their
animal get groomed.

“My goal has always been to make this a
community-based pet store, and it’s been
such a wonderful experience getting to know
our customers, coming in and seeing friends

and neighbors in conversation,” she said.
“It’s because of our wonderful clients that
we’ve been able to grow, and I think it be-
comes this network where people can meet
and get into intimate conversations.”

Helen Mason of McLean
says she enjoys the atmo-
sphere of Great Dogs more
than one of the bigger chain
stores.

“When you go in, you re-
ally get the sense that the
people there are genuinely
concerned with the welfare
of your pet, not just about
making a sale or filling time
on their shift,” she said.

“They know their stuff, and they are always
willing to help make the best decision for
your pet.”

In the future, Waitkus says she hopes to
get the store more involved in adoption
events and other animal organizations. They
participated in a drive for the Loudoun-
based Friends of Homeless Animals last year,
raising funds and other pet supplies for the
group.

More information is available at
www.greatdogsofgreatfalls.com.

“My goal has always been to make this a
community-based pet store, and it’s been
such a wonderful experience getting to
know our customers, coming in and seeing
friends and neighbors in conversation.”

— Linda Waitkus, Owner, Great Dogs of Great Falls

  Our three-part
  program emphasizes:
• Individual Skill Development
• Competitive Play
• College Exposure

The Renegades can be contacted through…
GM Pat Gaffney at (703) 559-2181 or pgaffney@virginiarenegades.org
For more team information, you can find us at http://www.virginiarenegades.org

Tryouts for 15U players going on now !
We are NOVA’s first College Baseball Development Program

The Renegades
are part of the World
Scout League, a national level
organization that works with colleges
nationwide, with a World Series Showcase in Jupiter, FL

On staff is a Certified Performance Analyst who provides player guidance on:
• Biomechanical Efficiency
• Functional Strength Development

• Mental/Emotional Toughness
• Nutrition/Hydration Supplementation

All players expenses are subsidized, outside of uniform and travel.

For a free digital subscrip-
tion to one or all of the 15
Connection Newspapers,
go to www.connection
newspapers.com/subscribe

Complete digital replica of
the print edition, including
photos and ads, delivered
weekly to your e-mail box.

Questions? E-mail: going
green@connection
newspapers.com
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Address ................................ BR FB HB ...... Postal City .... Sold Price ... Type .............. Lot AC ..PostalCode ................ Subdivision
10508 WYNFIELD WOODS DR ......... 6 .. 7 .. 2 ........ GREAT FALLS .... $2,070,000 .... Detached ............. 0.87 ..... 22066 ............................... FOX RUN
770 STRAWFIELD LN ...................... 6 .. 6 .. 3 ........ GREAT FALLS .... $1,900,000 .... Detached ............. 1.98 ..... 22066 ........................... RIVERBEND
419 WALKER RD ............................ 4 .. 4 .. 2 ........ GREAT FALLS .... $1,725,000 .... Detached ............. 2.32 ..... 22066 .. SPRINGVALE FOREST ESTATE
421 WALKER RD ............................ 5 .. 5 .. 2 ........ GREAT FALLS .... $1,500,000 .... Detached ............. 2.27 ..... 22066 .. SPRINGVALE FOREST ESTATE
11524 SENECA FARM WAY .............. 4 .. 3 .. 2 ........ GREAT FALLS .... $1,350,000 .... Detached ............. 1.73 ..... 22066 ............. BITTERSWEET FARMS
11116 RICH MEADOW DR .............. 5 .. 3 .. 1 ........ GREAT FALLS .... $1,250,000 .... Detached ............. 1.81 ..... 22066 ............ RICHLAND MEADOWS
1020 PRESERVE CT ........................ 5 .. 5 .. 1 ........ GREAT FALLS .... $1,177,000 .... Detached ............. 0.86 ..... 22066 ............. GREAT FALLS WOODS
717 ELLSWORTH AVE ..................... 4 .. 3 .. 1 ........ GREAT FALLS ....... $890,000 .... Detached ............. 0.57 ..... 22066 ........................ GREEN ACRES
9508 PAMLICO LN .......................... 4 .. 3 .. 1 ........ GREAT FALLS ....... $835,000 .... Detached ............. 0.92 ..... 22066 ................ RIVERSIDE MANOR
966 MILLWOOD RD ........................ 4 .. 3 .. 0 ........ GREAT FALLS ....... $812,500 .... Detached ............. 4.25 ..... 22066 .......... JACKSON MILL WOODS
899 VAN DUSEN CT ........................ 4 .. 2 .. 1 ........ GREAT FALLS ....... $745,000 .... Detached ............. 0.50 ..... 22066 .......................... LOCKMEADE
10508 BREVITY DR ........................ 4 .. 3 .. 0 ........ GREAT FALLS ....... $710,000 .... Detached ............. 0.72 ..... 22066 .............. LEXINGTON ESTATES
1009 CHALLEDON RD .................... 5 .. 3 .. 0 ........ GREAT FALLS ....... $620,000 .... Detached ............. 0.52 ..... 22066 .............. LEXINGTON ESTATES
11100 BOWEN AVE ........................ 4 .. 3 .. 0 ........ GREAT FALLS ....... $610,000 .... Detached ............. 0.68 ..... 22066 ............ TIMBER LAKE ESTATES
1165 KETTLE POND LN .................. 4 .. 3 .. 0 ........ GREAT FALLS ....... $600,000 .... Detached ............. 0.77 ..... 22066 .......................... LOCKMEADE
9029 JACKSON LN ......................... 4 .. 2 .. 1 ........ GREAT FALLS ....... $550,000 .... Detached ............. 2.00 ..... 22066 ....... THREE SWALLOWS FARM

In January 2012, 16 Great Falls homes sold between $2,070,000-$550,000.Home Sales

Pet Connection

Miss Tidbit, a 23-years-young kitten, is
taking a ride with her Poppy Gene on his
new tractor.

Pam McDorman and
Cutter, a 15-year-old
appendix and Lark,
an 18-year-old
thoroughbred.

Makenzie Parent

Bruno, a 14 year-old Chocolate Lab owned
by the Parent family of Great Falls, “loves
to dance,” says Loni Parent.

Pam and Wayne
McDorman with Ella.

OPEN HOUSES
SATURDAY/SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 25 & 26

Call Specific Agents to Confirm Dates & Times.

When you visit one of these Open Houses, tell the Realtor you saw it in this
Connection Newspaper. For more real estate listings and open houses, visit

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com & click the Real Estate links on the right side.

Burke
9612 Staysail Ct ...................$539,950..Sun 1-4 .. Kathleen Quintarelli ....................Weichert ..703-862-8808

Clifton
7429 Kincheloe Rd...............$764,500..Sun 1-4.........Marsha Wolber............Long & Foster ..703-618-4397

Herndon
12124 Eddyspark Dr.............$485,000..Sun 1-4...........Mike Pearson .....................RE/MAX..703-677-6900

Oakton
3144 Valentino Ct.................$479,900..Sun 1-4...................Ngoc Do............Long & Foster ..703-493-9797

Reston
1313 Garden Wall Ct #808....$306,500.Sun. 1-4........Jonathan Steele............Long & Foster ..703-790-1990

Springfield
6103 Roxbury Ave................$559,900..Sun 1-4................Julia Avent.....................RE/MAX..703-525-4992

Sterling
20603 Cutwater Pl................$525,000..Sun 1-4..John/Cathy McCambridge..Samson Props..703-906-7067
20874 Chippoaks Forest Cir..$624,900..Sun 1-4............Deneen Davis ....................Weichert ..703-582-1219
47582 Sharpskin Is Sq.........$389,950..Sun 2-4 ......... Angela Bennett ...........Samson Props..703-851-3867

Vienna
371 Church St. NE.............$1,385,000..Sun 1-4 .........Pamela Dargue...........Keller Williams..703-564-4000
2534 Babcock Rd.................$939,900..Sun 1-4..............Dan Mleziva.....................RE/MAX..703-380-9915
1709 Landon Hill Rd..........$1,089,000..Sun 1-4 ...........Carmen Perry............Long & Foster ..703-938-4200

2534 Babcock Road, Vienna • $939,900
Open Sunday 1-4 p.m. • Dan Mleziva,

RE/MAX, 703-380-9915

To add your FREE Realtor represented
Open House to these weekly listings,

please contact Salome Gaibler
at 703-778-9421 or

salome@connectionnewspapers.com

All listings are due by Monday at 3 P.M.
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Visit These Houses of Worship

Assembly of God
Vienna Assembly of God ... 703-938-7736

Washington Christian Church...703-938-7720
Cristo Es Mi Refugio...703-938-7727

Baha’i
Baha’i Faith for Northern Virginia ... 703-821-3345

Baptist
Global Mission Church ... 703-757-0877
Peace Baptist Church ... 703-560-8462

Bethel Primitive Baptist Church
... 703-757-8134

Cartersville Baptist Church ... 703-255-7075
Fellowship Baptist Church ... 703-385-8516

First Baptist Church ... 703-938-8525
The Light Mission Church ... 703-757-0877

Vienna Baptist Church ... 703-281-4400
New Union Baptist Church... 703-281-2556

Buddhist
Vajrayogini Buddhist Center... 202-331-2122

Church of the Brethern
Oakton Church of the Brethern

 ... 703-281-4411

Catholic
Our Lady of Good Counsel ... 703-938-2828

St. Athanasius Catholic Church ... 703-759-4555
St. Mark’s Catholic Church ... 703-281-9100

Charismatic
Christian Assembly ... 703-698-9777

Church of Christ
Berea Church of Christ ... 703-893-7040

Disciples of Christ
Antioch Christian Church ... 703-938-6753

Episcopal
Church of the Holy Comforter ... 703-938-6521

Church of the Holy Cross ... 703-698-6991
St. Francis Episcopal ... 703-759-2082

Jehovah’s Witness
Jehovah’s Witnesses ... 703-759-1579

Lutheran
Emmanuel Lutheran Church...703-938-2119

Christ The King Lutheran Church...703-759-6068
St. Athanasius Lutheran Church... 703-455-4003

Methodist
Andrew Chapel United Methodist ... 703-759-3509

Church of the Good Shepherd ... 703-281-3987
The Vine Methodist Church ... 703-573-5336

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF VIENNA

450 ORCHARD STREET
VIENNA, VA

703-938-8525
fbcvoffice@verizon.net

www.fbcv.org

Dr. KENNY SMITH,
PASTOR

SUNDAY WORSHIP, 7:45 AM & 11:00 AM
MIDWEEK SERVICES, WED. 7:00 PM

11321 Beach Mill Road
Great Falls, VA 20165

It’s like coming home

Rev. D. J. Zuchelli, Pastor

smithchapel@verizon.net
www.SmithChapelUMC.com

SMITH CHAPEL UM CHURCH

WORSHIP HOURS SUNDAY: 11:00 AM

7:45 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I
9:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II

Sunday school/Music: preschool - grade 2
10:25 a.m. Sunday school/Music: grades 3 - 12
11:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II
5:00 p.m. Come Just as You Are Contemporary Service

Nursery care provided at 9:00 and 11:15 services

The Rev. James Papile, Rector
The Rev. Jacqueline Thomson

The Rev. Denise Trogdon
703-437-6530

www.stannes-reston.org
1700 Wainwright Dr., Reston

ST. ANNE’S
EPISCOPAL
CHURCH • Reston

Progressive & Welcoming

1133 Reston Avenue, Herndon, VA 20170
Worship: Sunday, 8:00 A.M. and 11:00 A.M.

Sunday School: 9:30 A.M.
Rev. Dr. William H. Flammann, Pastor

To Highlight Your Faith Community call Karen at 703- 917-6468

b b
bb

Send announcements to
greatfalls@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Thursday for the following
week’s paper. Photos/artwork encour-
aged. For additional listings, visit
www.connectionnewspapers.com

WEDNESDAY/FEB. 22
Great Falls Historical Society. 7

p.m. Great Falls Library, 9830
Georgetown Pike, Great Falls.  In
celebration of Black History Month,
architectural historian and
preservation consultant Tanya
Edwards Beauchamp will share
discoveries about Salem Baptist
Church, formerly at the intersection
of Georgetown Pike and and Seneca
Road. The church was founded by
the descendents of emancipated
slaves Joseph and Anna Ford and
their daughter Lettie Ford Ellis.
www.GFHS.org.

Classics of the Silent Screen
Series. 8 p.m. McLean Community
Center, 1234 Ingleside Ave., McLean.
The showing will include Charlie
Chaplin in The Pawn Shop (1916),
Harold Lloyd in High and Dizzy
(1920), Buster Keaton in The Goat
(1921), Charley Chase in Dog Shy
(1926) and Laurel and Hardy in
You’re Darn Tootin’ (1928). Live
accompaniment by film historian and
preservationist Ben Model and
introductions and commentary by
Bruce Lawton. $6-$10.
sabrina.anwah@fairfaxcounty.gov.

THURSDAY/FEB. 23
Sixth & I and Jammin Java

Present: William Fitzsimmons
and Denison Witmer. 8 p.m.
Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave E
Vienna. www.jamminjava.com.

“Three Bears.” 12 p.m. 1st Stage,

Entertainment

Sarah White and Kathlyn Silverman, violas. The Langley
and Cooper orchestra programs will combine for their
annual Pyramid Concert on Tuesday, Feb. 28 at 7 p.m. in
Langley High School’s Auditorium, 6520 Georgetown
Pike, McLean. They will perform selections that they will
take into competition at the District 12 Orchestra Assess-
ment. Violinist Kimiya Haghighi and cellist Constance
Chiu will be featured in Astor Piazzolla’s “The Four Sea-
sons.”  Michelle Park will be the organ soloist in
Albinoni’s “Adagio.” Free. smcquade2002@yahoo.com.

See Entertainment,  Page 15

1524 Spring Hill Road, Tysons
Corner. A brand-new play with a
comedic twist on the classic fairy tale
sends the Three Bears and a golden-
haired friend on an a cappella
musical adventure. Fast-paced fun for
age 5 and up. Tickets $15 at
www.1ststagetysons.org  or  703-
854-1856.

Meet the Author: Thomas V.
Cooper, Jr. 4 p.m. Dolley Madison
Library, 1244 Oak Ridge Ave.,
McLean. McLean author Tom Cooper
discusses his book, “A Logical
Approach to Obtain Miracles: A
Guide to Achieving God’s Promises
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HUMANE SOCIETY OF FAIRFAX COUNTY
Hours: Monday-Friday 10-4 and Saturday 10-3 • 703-385-PETS

Adoptions: By appointment only. • www.hsfc.org

THIS IS “RINGO”
Ringo is a star for sure! This
beautiful boy is only a year old
and already a favorite of our
farm. He’s very sweet, loves to
play, is wonderful with other dogs
and has personality plus. His
longhair coat is tan and white
and he knows he’s handsome.
Come and meet Ringo and make
him the star of your home.
Attributes:
SUPERSTAR!
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Sandy Evans (Mason); Patty Reed (Provi-
dence); Megan McLaughlin (Braddock) and
Ted Velkoff (at-large). Those who did not sup-
port the initiative: Kathy Smith (Sully); Chair-
man Jane Strauss (Dranesville); Vice-Chair-
man Ilryong Moon, (at-large); Dan Storck
(Mount Vernon); Tamara Derenak Kaufax
(Lee); Pat Hynes, (Hunter Mill); and Ryan
McElveen (at-large).

McElveen, who, at 27, is one of the young-
est elected officials in Fairfax County, said he
initially supported the idea, but changed his
mind after hearing from several of the princi-
pals who spoke at the work session.

“After hearing the perspective of the princi-
pals and drawing on my own experience as
someone who organized a graduation cer-
emony as a class president ‘back in the day,’ I
remembered how students took pride in plan-
ning their ceremonies and that every school’s
ceremony has a different flavor,” McElveen
said.

Current policy is vague: Fairfax County high
schools maintain individualized graduation

ceremonies while following system guidelines.
McElveen said this essentially means that

each high school determines its own gradua-
tion regalia, and cords take on different mean-
ing at each school. Some schools don’t use
them at all, he pointed out.

McElveen said he supported Dan Storck’s
proposal that called for all schools to recog-
nize enlistees at graduation ceremonies, but
left it up to the students in each community to
determine how enlistees would be recognized.

“It provides a great learning experience for
those students to reflect on the importance of
enlisting in the armed services, much more
than would another centrally-mandated cer-
emonial requirement,” McElveen said.

“Our job is to keep students at the center,
and Dan’s proposal did just that.”

But Schultz said anything short of a stan-
dardized graduation policy was disappointing.

“I am very sad that we didn’t vote for Honor
Cords for our enlistees today,” she said. “Seven
of my fellow school board members do not
value the enlistment and service of our gradu-
ates into military service for their behalf

enough to seek a singular form of recognition,
but at least we got agreement that schools must
include some measure of outward, meaning-
ful recognition at the actual graduation, not
just Senior Awards.”

Schultz said she has requested “transpar-
ency,” by giving the public an opportunity to
address the issue prior to the school board
making a final determination on March 8. “I
have asked that it be placed on new business
and we conduct our vote publicly after con-
stituents have been heard.”

Residents may sign up online to speak at a
regular board meeting about a specific presen-
tation, a new business item, or an action item.
Residents may also mail written comments to
the school board office, 8115 Gatehouse Road,
Suite 5400, Falls Church, VA 22042, or e-mail
the school board members at
SchoolBoardMembers@fcps.edu.

To sign up online to speak at one of the meet-
ings, go to http://www.fcps.edu/schlbd/meet-
ings/requestspeak.shtml

For further information, call the school board
office at 571-423-1075

From Page 6

Public Hearing Requested

Bulletin Board

To have community events listed
in the Connection, send to
greatfalls@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Friday.

THURSDAY/FEB. 23
Avoiding Divorce Court II:

Provisions of Settlement
Agreements. 10 a.m. The
Women’s Center, 127 Park St.,
N.E., Vienna. $30-$70.
Custody, support, retirement
and property agreements,
including both standard and
creative provisions. 703-281-
4928.

FRIDAY/FEB. 24
McLean Art Society. 10 a.m.

McLean community Center,
1234 Ingleside Ave., McLean.
With oil painter Jonathan
Linton. 703-790-01234.

Cox Communications, in
partnership with Fairfax
County, invites the public to
attend a free program
honoring African American
women in celebration of Black
History Month. 7 p.m. at the
Fairfax County Government
Center Auditorium.  A free
reception will be available
starting at 6 p.m.

SATURDAY/FEB. 25
Women and Constructive

Criticism: How to
Effectively Receive and
Deliver it. 10 a.m. The
Women’s Center, 127 Park St.,
N.E., Vienna. $25-$35. Giving
women the ability to apply
constructive criticism in non-
emotional ways. 703-281-
4928.

SUNDAY/FEB. 26
Real Estate Seminar Series. 1

p.m. Keller Williams Realty,
774-A Walker Road, Great
Falls. Get tips from a
professional stager, home
inspector, appraiser and more.
Reserve at
lyonsmcguire@TeamGreatFalls.com.

Is Religion an Adaptation or
an Aberration? 12:45 p.m.
Fairfax Unitarian Church,
2709 Hunter Mill Road,
Oakton. Outdated
explanations for religion
arising from primitive fear or
malfunctioning reason are
getting replaced with
sophisticated theories about
religion’s role.

MONDAY/FEB. 27
Beating the Sugar Blues. 7

p.m. The Women’s Center, 127
Park St., N.E., Vienna. $25-
$35. Ways sugar is negatively
affecting your health, tips to
eat foods you enjoy and
understanding how lifestyle
affects cravings. 703-281-
4928.

Great Falls Historical
Society. 1-5 p.m. Great Falls
Library Meeting Room, 9830
Georgetown Pike, Great Falls.
Meeting Mondays through
April. www.gfhs.org.

TUESDAY/FEB. 28
Passages: DivorceCare. 7 p.m.

Vienna Presbyterian Church,
124 Park St. N.E., Vienna. First
session of a 12-week program
for those experiencing
separation or divorce. $20,
scholarships available. 703-
938-9050 or
Passages@ViennaPres.org

The County Line

should include recognizing en-
listees by allowing them to wear
honor cords at their graduation
ceremonies.

“I want it done for this year. I’m
not about kicking the can down
the road,” Schultz said. “I see this
as a policy issue that, rather than
being left up to the discretion of
each individual school principal or
cluster, we should do consistently
across our student body.”

Schultz made sure the issue
came up during the school board’s
forum session on Jan. 26. “Fo-
rums,” generally held before each
regular board meeting, are ses-
sions in which the public can at-
tend and observe but are not in-
vited to speak, and board mem-
bers determine if any issues merit
further discussion during formal
meetings.

Christine Zinser and Danny
Kellam attended the Jan. 26 fo-
rum.  “I really feel like these kids
are a forgotten spoke in the wheel
of recognizing our military fami-
lies,” Zinser said after the forum.

“We laud those returning from
war, mourn those who have fallen,
show unflinching support for the
families of active duty military
personnel, compassion for those
who sustain injuries and immense
respect for our veterans,” Zinser
added. “But the young men and
women who choose to serve, es-
pecially when our nation is at war,
go unrecognized.”

BOARD MEMBER Ted Velkoff
(At-large) said he supports the

Moms Campaign to Honor Enlistees
From Page 6 “We don’t need to put up admin-

istrative hurdles. With a little bit
of directed effort, we can make
this happen. We need to send the
message to these students that
we’re proud of you, and we ac-
knowledge you,” she said.

Kellam said she would like to see
recognition given to every gradu-
ating Fairfax County senior who is
enlisting in the military right af-
ter graduation.

“I feel that these courageous
young men and women deserve
some recognition and feel that a
red, white and blue cord worn at
graduation is a fitting tribute of
their dedication to our county,”
Kellam said.

A Fairfax County 9-1-1- operator,
Kellam said only one percent of
graduating seniors volunteer to
enlist in the military. “That one per-
cent needs to be acknowledged.”

“They want to fight for our coun-
try. It’s awful and wonderful at the
same time. My son is being de-
ployed in April. It’s hard for me to
talk about without crying,” Kellam
said. “Knowing that the commu-
nity appreciates their service is a
huge deal mentally when they are
deployed.”

“Wearing the cord to the gradu-
ation ceremony embodies the mis-
sion of FCPS which is to inspire,
enable, and empower students to
meet high academic standards,
lead ethical lives, and demonstrate
responsible citizenship,” Zinser
said. “If enlisting in our armed ser-
vices isn’t one of the highest ex-
amples of responsible citizenship,
I fail to see what is.”

PFC Daniel Kellam on graduation day from boot camp on
Parris Island, S. C. on Sept. 16. He is standing with his cousin,
Heather Gillespie (left) and sister, Kristen Kellam (right).

idea, but is not certain it needs to
be policy.

“We’re in information-gathering
mode, but I believe there will be
consensus around this, whether it’s
encouragement to students and
principals to recognize students
with the cords, or implemented
through policy,” Velkoff said. “I
would be astonished if there’s any
resistance to this.”

Pat Hynes, who represents the
Hunter Mill district, said in an
email to Zinser that she is “hope-
ful that we can do whatever is nec-
essary to ensure they get the rec-
ognition they deserve as they
graduate.”

Deputy Superintendent Dr. Rich-
ard Moniuszko said schools are
reluctant to abandon their tradi-
tions to a “one-size-fits-all” motion,
adding that recognition at gradu-

ation should be in line with the
decorum at each school.

“There’s no real issue with rec-
ognition of students who enter the
military at graduation,” said
Moniuszko. “However, each high
school has its own traditions and
manner of recognizing individual
students. Many of our graduations
are planned by the students them-
selves, and individual student rec-
ognition occurs at their convoca-
tion or Senior Awards night prior
to graduation. “

He said types of recognition at
commencement is not a level of
detail that traditionally warrants
a formal policy, but rather a dis-
trict guideline or regulation.

Schultz said the board asked
principals to come to the next
school board meeting with ideas
on how to implement a policy.
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for the Diligent Seeker Who Wants
Tangible Results”. Adults 703-356-
0770.

Our Daily Bread Empty Bowls
Community Fundraiser. 6 p.m.
Stacy C. Sherwood Community
Center, 3470 Old Lee Highway,
Fairfax. Receive a handcrafted bowl
donated by local artisans and
community members, enjoy a soup
and bread meal donated by local
restaurants and businesses. Live
music, raffles and silent auction. $10-
$30. Proceeds benefit Our Daily
Bread. 703-273-8892 or
www.ODBFairfax.org.

FRIDAY/FEB. 24
“Almost, Maine.” 8 p.m. 1st Stage,

1524 Spring Hill Road, Tysons
Corner. A series of whimsical love
stories. Tickets $25.
www.1ststagetysons.org or 703-854-
1856.

Teitur and Marit Larsen. 7 p.m.
Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave E
Vienna. www.jamminjava.com.

Friday Afternoon Chess Group. 1
p.m. Great Falls Library, 9830
Georgetown Pike, Great Falls. Players
of all ages and skill levels welcome.
703-757-8560.

SATURDAY/FEB. 25
Metropolitan Jazz Orchestra

presents Buddy, Woody, and
Stan. 8 p.m. George Mason
University’s Center for the Arts
Concert Hall, 4400 University Drive,
Fairfax. Celebrating the music of
Buddy Rich, Woody Herman and
Stan Kenton. $20-$40.
www.gmu.edu.

Blake Shelton: Well Lit &
Amplified. 8 p.m. George Mason
University Patriot Center, 4500
Patriot Circle, Fairfax. With Justin
Moore and “The Voice” finalist Dia
Frampton. Tickets $33.75-$58.75.
800-745-3000 or
www.ticketmaster.com.

Fifth Annual Monopoly Game
Tournament to Benefit
“Almost, Maine.” 2 p.m. and 8
p.m. 1st Stage, 1524 Spring Hill
Road, Tysons Corner. A series of
whimsical love stories. Tickets $25.
www.1ststagetysons.org or 703-854-
1856.

The Smithsonian and Jammin
Java present Rocknoceros at
10:30 a.m.; Leigh Nash at 7 p.m.;
Kid Architect, The Poly-Opto CD
Release and Ditched by Kate at
10 p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple
Ave E Vienna. www.jamminjava.com.

“Three Bears.” 12 p.m. 1st Stage,
1524 Spring Hill Road, Tysons
Corner. A brand-new play with a
comedic twist on the classic fairy tale
sends the Three Bears and a golden-
haired friend on an a cappella
musical adventure. Fast-paced fun for
age 5 and up. Tickets $15 at
www.1ststagetysons.org  or  703-
854-1856.

Printmaking Workshop. 1 p.m.
Great Falls School of Art, 1144
Walker Road, Suite D, Great Falls.
With Roberta Pruett Beasley. $30.
www.greatfallsfoundationforarts.org.

3rd  Annual Little House Studio
Recital with The Big Cheese. 12
p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave. E
Vienna. From Beatles and bluegrass
and more. www.jamminjava.com.

Third Annual Fisher House Fund
Raiser. 12 p.m.-12 a.m. Mclean
VFW Post 8241, 1051 Spring Hill
Road, McLean. A marathon bluegrass
jam session to raise money for the
Fisher House, supporting America’s
military in their time of need. Listen
or play, all musicians welcome. 703-
883-9250.

TheatreworksUSA’s production of
“Charlotte’s Web.” 2 p.m. McLean
Community Center, 1234 Ingleside

Ave., McLean. Based on E.B. White’s
story of the friendship between a pig
named Wilbur and a little, gray
spider named Charlotte. $10-$15.
sabrina.anwah@fairfaxcounty.gov.

SUNDAY/FEB. 26
“Almost, Maine.” 2 p.m. and 7 p.m.

1st Stage, 1524 Spring Hill Road,
Tysons Corner. A series of whimsical
love stories. Tickets $25.
www.1ststagetysons.org or 703-854-
1856.

Disney’s Phineas and Ferb: The
Best Live Tour Ever! 1 p.m., 4
p.m. and 7 p.m. George Mason
University Patriot Center, 4500
Patriot Circle, Fairfax. With Phineas,
Ferb, Candace, Isabella, Baljeet,
Buford and their friends. Tickets $22-
$50, available at
www.ticketmaster.com or 703-573-
SEAT. www.patriotcenter.com or
www.feldentertainment.com/
phineasandferb.

“Three Bears.” 12 p.m. 1st Stage,
1524 Spring Hill Road, Tysons
Corner. A brand-new play with a
comedic twist on the classic fairy tale
sends the Three Bears and a golden-
haired friend on an a cappella
musical adventure. Fast-paced fun for
age 5 and up. Tickets $15 at
www.1ststagetysons.org  or  703-
854-1856.

Amadeus Concerts. 4 p.m. Temple
Rodef Shalom, 2100 Westmoreland
St., Falls Church. The Oscars in the
Afternoon: Music from the Movies.
Hosted by pianist Frank Conlon, with
bass-baritone Eugene Galvin, mezzo-
sopranos Tracey Scher and Lena
Seikaly and tenor Brian Quenton
Thorne. Refresehments, silent and
live auctions. $50 at
www.amadeusconcerts.com or 703-
759-5334.

Rhythms Around the World. 2 p.m.
Colvin Run Mill Historic Site, 10017
Colvin Run Road, Great Falls. With
string trio Virginia Virtuosi and music
from Kenya, Japan, Spain and
Argentina. $2. Registration required

at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks.
John Eaton: Jazz, Blues and

Broadway. 3 p.m. McLean
Community Center, 1234 Ingleside
Ave., McLean. With bassist Tommy
Cecil. $18-$25.
sabrina.anwah@fairfaxcounty.gov.

Alan Reid and Rob van Sante. 4
p.m., 6 p.m. and 8 p.m. Old Brogue
Irish Pub, 760-C Walker Road, Great
Falls. Traditional and original
musical compositions. $15. 703-759-
3309 or www.oldbrogue.com.

MONDAY/FEB. 27
Melissa Ferrick. 7:30 p.m. Jammin’

Java, 227 Maple Ave E Vienna.
www.jamminjava.com.

Tiny Tot Time. 10:30 a.m. Dolley
Madison Library, 1244 Oak Ridge
Ave., McLean. Songs, rhymes and
activities. Age 13-23 months with
adult. 703-356-0770.

Preschool Storytime. 10:30 a.m.
Great Falls Library, 9830 Georgetown
Pike, Great Falls. Stories, songs and
activities. Age 3-5 with adult. 703-
757-8560.

TUESDAY/FEB. 28
“Three Bears.” 12 p.m. 1st Stage,

1524 Spring Hill Road, Tysons
Corner. A brand-new play with a
comedic twist on the classic fairy tale
sends the Three Bears and a golden-
haired friend on an a cappella
musical adventure. Fast-paced fun for
age 5 and up. Tickets $15 at
www.1ststagetysons.org  or  703-
854-1856.

Rogue Mind. 8 p.m. Jammin’ Java,
227 Maple Ave E Vienna.
www.jamminjava.com.

Orchestra Pyramid Concert. 7 p.m.
Langley High School, 6520
Georgetown Pike, McLean. The
Langley and Cooper orchestra
programs will combine to performing
selections they will take into
competition at the District 12
Orchestra Assessment. Free.
smcquade2002@yahoo.com.

The Langley High School
“Saxon” Dance Team recently
competed in the Gar-Field
Sweetheart Invitational on Feb.
11. The team competed in three
categories — Varsity Jazz, Var-
sity Kick and Varsity Hip Hop
— and placed in the top three
in each. Their team Jazz rou-
tine is a medley of high-energy
tracks with a jungle theme. This
routine received 1st Place at the
Gar-Field Invitational. Their
Team Kick routine is to “If It’s
On My Mind” by Seal. The up-
lifting and inspirational perfor-
mance has already received ac-
colades at previous competi-

tions and earned the team a
second 1st Place trophy this
past weekend. The Dance
Team’s Hip Hop routine is a
throw-back mix to Missy Elliott
favorites. This was the team’s
first time competing in the Var-
sity Hip Hop category and they
earned a 2nd Place trophy for
their performance. The Langley
Dance Team will travel to Or-
lando next month to compete
on the national stage at the
Contest of Champions at
Disney’s Wide World of Sports.
Langley’s Dance Team is cho-
reographed and directed by
Head Coach, Ellen Shatzen.

Langley High Dance Team Goes
to Orlando

Langley High school Saxon dance team.

Entertainment
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Sports
Great Falls Connection Sports Editor Rich Sanders

703-224-3031 or  richsand8@aol.com

By Rich Sanders

The Connection

H
igh school championship
games do not get much more
dramatic or better than the
one played last Friday night

at South Lakes High School in Reston be-
tween the McLean Highlanders and Fairfax
Rebels.

In a Liberty District boys’ championship
game thriller that McLean, on several occa-
sions throughout the night, appeared to
have well in hand, the Highlanders finally
prevailed over the relentless Rebels, 60-57,
in double overtime.

“This was the biggest game in school his-
tory,” said McLean High senior guard and
tournament MVP Gordon Rogo, who scored
nine of his 21 points in overtime play. “I
don’t know the last time we won a district
championship - not in my lifetime. I didn’t
think I would feel this emotional.”

McLean, which has shown steady im-
provement over recent years under head
coach Kevin Roller, finally reached the pin-
nacle of district success by garnering the
district crown. In recent years, the High-
landers, despite having good teams, have
played in the shadow of cross-town district
rival and district power Langley. But the
Saxons, who had won the district tourna-
ment title each of the past three years, fell
short of winning a fourth straight crown last
week. The top-seeded Saxons, coming off
another outstanding regular season, lost a
semifinals game to Fairfax, the No. 4-seed,
on Thursday, Feb. 16.

The Rebels, under first year head coach
Mike Barbee, had beaten No. 5 Stone
Bridge, 61-54, in a quarterfinals round con-
test earlier last week on Tuesday, Feb. 14.
They then upset Langley, 56-49, in the
round of four, somewhat avenging a 69-43
loss to the Saxons back on Jan. 26.

The semifinals triumph over Langley put
Fairfax into Friday’s finals versus McLean,
the No. 2 seed which had split a pair of
games with the Rebels during the regular
season. McLean reached the finals with wins
over No. 7 Madison, 60-39, and No. 6
Jefferson, 52-38.

So it was a different championship game
look for Liberty District fans who were used
to Travis Hess’s Langley team playing for
the title.

But those on hand Friday could not have
asked for a better championship ball game
in which McLean, which led by as many as
11 points in the first quarter, held a seven-
point advantage nearly midway through the
third quarter, and was in front by four points
with 40 seconds remaining in the first four
minute overtime, looked to be in control of
much of the contest.

FAIRFAX JUNIOR guard Zack
Burnett played spectacularly, es-
pecially in the clutch, finishing
with a game-high 24 points. He
was practically out of this world
over the final 90 seconds of the
first overtime to keep his team
alive and force a second four
minute session.

Fairfax, in the first OT, trailed
50-47 following a three-pointer
off the right corner by McLean
senior forward Kevin Lastova (6
points) with two minutes, 14 sec-
onds left. But a couple posses-
sions later, Burnett nailed a deep
three-pointer from the left wing
to tie the contest at 50 with 1:30
remaining. However, McLean,
thanks to four consecutive points
by Rogo (driving basket, 2 free
throws), held a 54-50 advantage
with just 40 seconds left.

Burnett got his team within 54-
53 with another three-pointer
shot from the left wing with 28
seconds showing. Rogo made
one of two free throws with 23
ticks left to give McLean a 55-53
lead. Following a couple of
timeouts, Fairfax set up for a last
shot. Burnett, off a pass from
teammate John Robic, got the
ball on the right corner of the
floor well away from the basket.
Despite being under heavy de-
fense, he somehow got around to
the baseline and started going
towards the basket. He then pulled up from
about eight-feet away and made his shot
from the baseline which tied the game, 55-
55, at the overtime buzzer. The Fairfax stu-
dent body was ecstatic as the game moved
into the second overtime.

There, Rogo opened the scoring with a
nifty 10-foot turnaround backboard shot

from the left side to make the score 57-55
with 3:20 left. The game’s next points came
nearly two minutes later when McLean se-
nior shooting guard Daniel Lewis (12
points, including three treys), moments af-
ter having a shot blocked on the same pos-
session, converted on a hard driving shot
to the basket to give the Highlanders a 59-

55 lead with 1:42 left. Fairfax got within
59-57 on a midrange shot off the right side
by junior guard Zach Intermill with 46 sec-
onds remaining.

Fairfax, in the game’s closing seconds,
missed from the field and McLean’s Tho-
mas Van Wazer (11 points) grabbed the cru-
cial defensive rebound before being fouled.
He made one of two shots from the foul
line to give McLean a 60-57 lead with three
seconds left to play. Fairfax’s Burnett missed
a deep three-point shot try from the right
corner as the final buzzer sounded.

A swarm of ecstatic McLean students,
despite pleas from the public address an-
nouncer to stay off the court at game’s end,
spontaneously flooded the floor to celebrate
with their heroes. Not much could have
stopped the Highlander students from join-
ing the players as the classic contest ended.

“That was the greatest experience of my
life,” said Van Wazer, a 6-foot-3 inch senior
forward, of the moments when the game
finally ended and the Highlander faithful

stormed the floor. “When you’re
five years old you dream of win-
ning championships with the
crowd like that.”

Van Wazer said McLean hung
tough following Burnett’s buzzer-
beater basket which extended
the game into a second overtime.

“It was deflating but we have
great competitors and great team
chemistry,” he said.

Rogo, the classy McLean senior
backcourt player who seemed to
come up with big plays through-
out the game for the Highland-
ers, was named Tourney MVP
during post-game ceremonies.
Van Wazer was also named to the
six-member All-Tournament
Team. From Fairfax, Burnett and
junior guard John Robic (14
points) both made it. Also named
to the All-Tourney Team was se-
nior guard Daniel Dixon from
Langley and senior guard Rich-
ard Kuzma of Jefferson.

Fairfax, in the finals game, con-
verted four three-pointers, all
from Burnett. Daniel Frank, the
Rebels’ gritty, undersized post
player, finished with six points
and eight rebounds. Matt Frank,
also a front court player, added
five points and seven boards.

McLean converted five long
range treys on the night, three
from Lewis and one apiece from
Lastova and Van Wazer. Junior
center John Pascoe scored eight
points and had four rebounds.

Both McLean, which held a remarkable
22-3 following the district finals win, and
Fairfax (14-11) were scheduled to play first
round Northern Region home playoff games
earlier this week on Monday, Feb. 20 -
McLean versus Lake Braddock, and Fairfax
versus W.T. Woodson. Langley (16-7) was
to play South County.

McLean, Fairfax Boys Play Game for the Ages

It was a jubilant McLean team which displayed its Liberty District cham-
pionship banner following the double overtime win over the Rebels.

Thomas Van Wazer has his eyes on the prize as he
goes high up for this baseline basket.

Rogo-led Highlanders,
in double overtime, win
Liberty championship.
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TRUSTEES' SALE OF
505 ORCHARD STREET

VIENNA, VIRGINIA 22180

TAX MAP ID NO. 038-3-22-0001 

Under a power of sale contained in a certain Deed of Trust 
from CDUB LLC, Grantor, to John D. Eubank and Timothy E. 
Lewis, Trustees, dated September 8, 2011 and recorded on 
September 15, 2011 in Deed Book 21846 at Page 2131 among 
the Land Records of Fairfax County, Virginia as Instrument No. 
2011035032.001, with an original principal balance of 
$265,000.00, default having occurred under the terms thereof, 
the Trustees will sell at public auction at the front door of the 
Circuit Court of Fairfax County, 4110 Chain Bridge Road, Fair-
fax, Virginia 22030, on 

FEBRUARY 23, 2012 AT 9:00 AM 

ALL THAT fee-simple LOT OF GROUND AND THE IM-
PROVEMENTS THEREON situated in Fairfax County, Virginia, 
known as 505 Orchard Street, Vienna, Virginia 22180, and 
more fully described in the aforesaid Deed of Trust. 

TERMS OF SALE:  A deposit of ten per centum of the sale 
price will be required of the purchaser at the time and place of 
sale. The deposit must be paid in cash or certified funds. The 
balance of the purchase price to be paid in cash or certified 
funds within twenty (20) days of the date of sale. Interest to be 
paid on the unpaid purchase money at the rate of 12% per an-
num from the date of sale to the date of settlement. The party 
secured herein, if a bidder, shall not be required to post a de-
posit or to pay interest. Purchaser shall settle within twenty 
(20) days of the date of sale. TIME SHALL BE OF THE ES-
SENCE WITH RESPECT TO SETTLEMENT BY THE PUR-
CHASER. In the event that Purchaser does not settle as re-
quired for any reason, purchaser shall be in default. The de-
faulting purchaser shall not be entitled to any surplus proceeds 
or profits resulting from any resale of the property, and the de-
posit shall be forfeited to the Trustees and all of the expenses 
of this sale (including attorneys’ fees and full commission on 
the gross sale price) shall be charged against and paid out of 
the forfeited deposit. In the event settlement is delayed for any 
reason, including, but not limited to, exceptions to the sale, 
bankruptcy filings by interested parties, court administration of 
the foreclosure, or unknown title defects, there shall be no 
abatement of interest. Taxes, ground rent, water and all public 
charges including electrical, sanitation, and/or metropolitan dis-
trict charges, if applicable, are to be adjusted for the current 
year to the date of sale and assumed thereafter by the pur-
chaser. Cost of all documentary stamps, recordation taxes, 
transfer taxes and settlement expenses shall be borne by the 
purchaser. 

The property will be sold in an "AS IS" condition and sub-
ject to conditions, restrictions, and agreements of record affect-
ing the same, if any, and with no warranty of any kind. 

In the event that the Trustees are in default for any reason, 
the purchaser’s sole remedy at law and in equity shall be limit-
ed to a refund of the deposit and the sale shall be considered 
null and void and of no effect. 

Purchaser shall be responsible for obtaining physical pos-
session of the property. Purchaser assumes the risk of loss or 
damage to the property from the date of sale forward. 

Trustees reserve the right, in their sole discretion, to reject 
any and all bids, to withdraw the property from sale at any time 
before or at the auction, to extend the time to receive bids, to 
waive or modify the deposit requirement, to waive or modify 
the requirement that interest be paid on the unpaid purchase 
money, and/or to extend the period of time for settlement. 

Additional terms may be announced at the sale. The suc-
cessful bidder will be required to execute and deliver to the 
Trustees a memorandum or contract of the sale at the conclu-
sion of bidding. 
John D. Eubank and Timothy E. Lewis, Trustees 

FOR INFORMATION, CONTACT: 
PARDO & DRAZIN, LLC
Russell S. Drazin, Attorney
4400 Jenifer Street, NW, Suite 2
Washington, DC 20015
(202) 223-7900
www.pardodrazin.com

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Interior Designer Moving 

Sale!!
EVERYTHING MUST GO!

50%-70% Off!

February 24 - February 26

10am - 5pm

Bring your truck!

14740-A Flint Lee Road

Chantilly, VA. 20151

28 Yard Sales 28 Yard Sales

Meditation and Yoga Retreat
March 7–11, 2012

Near Frederick, Maryland. For details, see:
www.anandaseva.org/yoga/spring-retreat

Ongoing group meditation and
lessons begin after the retreat.

Contact: 202-664-1253

105 Health & Fitness 105 Health & Fitness

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

The biggest
things are
always the

easiest to do
because there is
no competition.

-William Van Horne

An expert 
is someone 
who knows
some of the

worst mistakes
that can be
made in his

subject and how
to avoid them.

-Werner
Heisenberg

Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 11 a.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton
EmploymentEmployment

ClassifiedClassified

House Cleaners Needed
1.  Must be eligible to work in the U.S.
2.  Excellent Pay
3.  Good driving record
4.  Paid training
5.  No weekends

Call: 703-538-3570 to schedule interview

Nysmith School
for the Gifted Herndon, VA

Accounting/Admin Assistant
Responsible for AP/AR functions, order supplies, data entry,
front office team member and all other duties as assigned. Job is
a 10-month position with a few additional days in the summer.

Qualifications:
1. Posses accounting degree or 2+ years of relevant
    accounting work experience
2. Proficiency in Quickbooks, Microsoft Word,
     Excel and Outlook
3. Be able to work independently and as a team
4. Possess good organization and time management skills
5. Pay excellent attention to detail
6. Have excellent written and verbal communication
    skills, along with a positive and professional demeanor
7. Be able to maintain confidential information
8. Ability to multitask and meet deadlines

703-713-3332

Earn 8% on your money!
Ultra Safe Real Estate Investing With

REALTYQUADS
You will receive an 8% return per annum 
paid quarterly. Plus an opportunity for 
Capital Gains with Professional
Management provided by Gatehouse Real-
ty. This is a Safe Debt Free Investment 
Opportunity Title work and documenta-
tion provided by Key Title Contact George 
Kolentsi Realtor Directly for details at Re-
altyquads@mac.com or 571-239-6962

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

DENTAL ASSISTANT TRAINEES
NEEDED NOW!

Dental Offices now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.

1-800-381-1734
CTO SCHEV

MMEEDD  BBIILLLL  &&  CCOODDIINNGG

Trainees NEEDED NOW
Medical Offices now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.

1-800-385-2615
CTO SCHEV

Pharmacy Technician Trainees 
Needed Now!

Pharmacies now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail. 

1-877-240-4524      
CTO SCHEV

EDUCATION TRAINING

An expert 
is someone 
who knows
some of the

worst mistakes
that can be
made in his

subject and how
to avoid them.

-Werner
Heisenberg

Educational
Internships

Unusual opportunity to learn many
aspects of the newspaper business.
Internships available in reporting,
photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for
adults considering change of career.
Unpaid. E-mail internship@connect
ionnewspapers.com

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6........................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6...........................Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3.............................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2.................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4...................................Wed @ 1:00

E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Barbara @ 703-778-9413

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/
 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette

Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton
Connection

The McLean Connection
The Great Falls

Connection

I'am a slow walker, 
but I never walk back.

-Abraham Lincoln
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Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

LICENSED INSURED

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

CARE _ MORE
CLEANING SOLUTIONS

703-862-5904
or

703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

CLEANING CLEANING

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

AFFORDABLE QUALITY
ROOFING & GUTTERS

Repair, Replace, Local Refs.

703-794-8513

GUTTER GUTTER

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

www.oakhillbuilding.com
703-591-1200

Members of National Association of
the Remodeling Industry (NARI)

Since 1978
Licensed, Bonded and Insured

Specializing in:
• Additions
• Kitchens
• Baths
• Basements
• 2nd Story Pop-ups
• Renovations
• Custom Homes
• Tear Down/Rebuild
   on your Lot
• Design/Build

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic
Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Siding, Power
Washing, Framing, Drop Down Stairs, Foreclosure
Specialists, Painting, Handyman Work, Windows,

Doors, Deck, Stairs, Siding Repairs.
Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

MASONRY MASONRY

CONCRETE

CONCRETE
No Job too Small
Driveways Patios 

Stamped Concrete

703-336-7917

GUTTER

HAULING

ANGEL’S
TRASH REMOVAL

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

•Junk & Rubbish •Furn.,
Yard, Construction

 Debris • Garage &
            Basement Clean Up

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

LANDSCAPING

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Planting • Mulching • Sodding
Patios • Decks • Driveway Sealing,

Asphalt • Retaining Walls
Erosion Control • Drainage Solutions

•Trimming •Leaf & Snow
     •Removal •Yard Clearing
          •Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

ROOFING

Falcon Roofing
Roofing &

Siding
(All Types)

703-975-2375
falconroofinginc.com

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired

No job too small

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

As much as I don’t want to be ever-mindful of
today’s date – relative to when I first learned of
my diagnosis, that Thursday three years ago this
very week, when my Internal Medicine doctor
called me with the results of the biopsy (confir-
ming the malignancy); and of course all that had
preceded it and all that has happened since: the
miscellaneous tests, scans, doctor’s appoint-
ments, the first Team Lourie meeting with my
oncologist, my first chemotherapy infusion, my
one-year anniversary, two-year anniversary, (su-
rviving the “13-month to two-year” prognosis I
was originally given), and now, reaching my
three-year anniversary (and in so doing, outliving
my initial prognosis by a significant amount of
time), I am powerless not to do so. I won’t admit
to it depressing me; I mean, I am alive and rea-
sonably well, but it does occupy my mind. And
as much as one might want to forget and/or
compartmentalize the fact that you have a termi-
nal disease (stage IV lung cancer), your subcon-
scious has other ideas. I don’t know which is
more difficult: trying to forget or always
remembering.

And yet, as life goes on, it is impossible – for
me, to not consider that whatever I’ve done
(changes in lifestyle, diet, treatment, etc.) has
likely contributed to my survival. That said; if I
want/hope to continue to live, don’t I sort of
have to pay attention to what’s presumably
extended my life this long? I can’t take any of it
for granted. I can’t stop doing, thinking, plan-
ning, worrying – about any of it. That’s not to say
that my entire existence, conversation, thought-
process has to be about cancer – and surviving,
but how can I view any other subject in as seri-
ous a context? When your life depends on it
(maybe?), how do you “back-burner” the topic?
You don’t. Front and center. Top of mind. First
things first. Everything else is secondary.
Morning, noon and night.

However, immersing myself in this cancer
culture can’t be my only option, can it? Given
the demands – both physically and mentally on a
cancer patient, especially one who has been
characterized as terminal, how can it not? But
somehow, life has to be lived, and not just in the
cancer club. Nevertheless, living outside the con-
straints of a cancer-affected philosophy is much
easier said than done. I don’t want to use cancer
as an excuse, but you have to admit: it’s a heck
of an excuse. Nor do I want to be beholden to it
– good or bad, but sometimes, that dog has to
be fed. It’s somewhere between supply and
demand, and the law of the jungle; thinking it,
wanting it, hoping for it – doesn’t make it so.

So three years into this battle royal, life goes
on. And how fortunate I am. Still it’s difficult to
consider my status as quo. Is it because of some-
thing I’m doing (or not doing anymore) or is it in
spite of something I am doing which I’ve never
done before? Am I just lucky or am I good? I’d
love to leave well enough alone, but how can I
be sure if I am well enough to be left alone. Ergo
the problem, the dilemma: is it real or is it my
imagination? Granted, I’m alive, but why? (I
don’t want to look a gift horse in the mouth, but
it never seems to be enough.)

Thirty-six months later – almost to the exact
day when I received that life-changing call from
my doctor, the answers for my continuing sur-
vival are still unclear. I’d love some confirmation
that what I’m doing is actually working; or alter-
natively, some sign to direct me down a future
path of less resistance that will work better. But
I’m afraid I know the answer to that query: there
is none. Certainly all that I’ve done and perse-
vered doing has gotten me this far. But how
much further will it get me? I wish I knew. If I
wasn’t so preoccupied with this cancer business,
perhaps I could focus on something else.
However, anniversaries such as the one I’m
acknowledging this week, often turn that focus –
and the “focuser,” inside out.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

Marking
Time

Rockville

Potomac

Bethesda
Chevy
Chase

North
Potomac

Washington,
D.C.

Herndon

Reston

Chantilly

Great
Falls

Vienna
Oakton

Arlington

McLean
1

4

Historic
Clifton

Fairfax

Fairfax
Station

Burke

Springfield

2

6

5

3

North
Clifton

Centreville

Laurel
Hill

Dulles
Airport

Great Papers • Great Readers
Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your
recruiting ads
not working in
other papers?

Try a better
     way to fill
         your
      employment
         openings

703-917-6464
classified@connection

newspapers.com

• Target your best job
candidates where
they live.

• Reach readers in
addition to those
who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.

• Proven results.
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www.GreatFallsGreatHomes.com

DanJanJan Dan

Jan & Dan Laytham
703-759-9190 Office
703-444-1991 Home

Susan Canis
Realtor

Anne Morrow
Realtor

Great Falls $1,199,000

Great Falls $999,000

Great Falls $2,190,000

Great Falls $1,599,000

Great Falls $1,050,000 Vienna $829,900

Great Falls $999,000

Great Falls $899,000

Great Falls $1,395,000

Great Falls $899,000

Great Falls $3,250,000

Great Falls $1,299,000 Reston $1,299,000

Great Falls $15,000,000

McLean $6,950,000

6 A
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5 A
C
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5 A
C
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